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By Koos du Pisanie

“In my opinion, the Drakensberger 
breed is one of the best breeds to 
farm with in my region. 

Drakensberger cattle easily 
adapt to our hot summers and cold 
winters. Their quiet nature makes 
them a pleasure to work with.”

Schalla van Schalkwyk is passionate 
about his mixed farming enterprise and 
although he’s not a stud breeder, he and 
his sons believe in keeping their herd pure. 
Therefore they use only purebred bulls in 
their commercial cross-breeding.

According to him, the Drakensberger 
is the ideal bull to use on different cows, 
because the breed has many unique traits 
and it is easily adaptable.

From teaching to farming
Schalla started a career as a teacher, but 
didn’t stick to the job for too long. In his 
heart of hearts he always wanted to be 
close to nature and animals. So, in 1972 
he decided to start farming. Initially he 
and his wife, Hermien, farmed in the 
Thabazimbi district with various breeds, 
including Drakensbergers. But it was the 
Drakensberger that ultimately stole his 
heart.

He realised that the breed had to 
become the cornerstone of his farming 

enterprise. He gradually started focussing 
on Drakensberger bulls, which became 
the success story of his farming business.

Why Drakensbergers?
Their children, Willem, Linkie and Charlie, 
also became involved with the farm. The 
two sons currently manage their own 
sections of the farming enterprise. Schalla 
says that although they still farm in the 
Bushveld, he decided to move his livestock 
enterprise to the Koster district.

 “Many years of experience has 
taught me that Drakensberger cows are 

Drakensberger cattle
are worth their salt

exceptional mothers. I rarely encounter 
calving problems in my herd, and the 
females usually give milk in abundance. The 
breed is also capable of looking after itself 
in the veld.

“Drakensbergers require little mainte-
nance and attention. In summer the ani-
mals are kept on natural pastures, and for a 
short period during winter, when grazing is 
scarce, I put them on crop residues, a step 
which has increased the carrying capacity 
of the farm considerably, because I rest my 
pastures in winter.”

Increasing popularity
Schalla says Drakensbergers are not 
well known in the Koster district, but 
a number of red meat producers have 
already discovered the advantages and 
profitability of the breed. Many farmers in 
the area have already put Drakensberger 
bulls to the test. Especially commercial 
farmers recognise the value of bringing 
Drakensberger blood into their herds.

Schalla says the Drakensberger breed stole his heart years ago with their quiet nature and ability to fend 
for themselves.

Schalla and one of his sons, Charlie.

For more information, contact Schalla 
or Hermien on 083 310 8303 or 

the Drakensberger Cattle Breeders’ 
Society on 051 410 0968 or visit 

www.drakensbergers.co.za.


