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Advertorial

When Vasco da Gama set 
foot on South African 
soil, he entered into a 
barter deal in which he 
exchanged a black ox 

for three bracelets from the Khoi tribe. 
He wrote that “we find him very fat and 
his meat as toothsome as the beef in 
Portugal”. Later Jan van Riebeeck would 
use the black cattle he encountered to 
establish the first herd.

These cattle are the Drakensbergers 
that Johannes Retief of Hanover farms 
with. Cattle breeding in South Africa re-
ally started when Van Riebeeck’s succes-
sor, Willem Adriaan van der Stel, imported 
eight Groningen bulls from the Nether-
lands to improve the general appearance, 
milk production, draught ability and 
carcass quality of the black cattle.

“Historical documents tell of nu-
merous teams of black oxen known as 
Vaderlanders used during the Great Trek. 
Voortrekker Piet Uys’s herd consisted 
mainly of black cattle. Through careful 
inbreeding and selection, his son, who 
settled between Volksrust and Wakker-
stroom, started to breed the infamous 
Uys cattle.

“It was only on 7 
November 1947 
that the breed 
was dubbed 
‘Drakensberg-
ers’, as most of 
them were found 
near the Drakens-
berg Mountains.”

By Koos du Pisanie

Why Drakensbergers?
Johannes is actually a well-known 
Merino breeder, but he also keeps a 
beautiful Drakensberger herd on this 
farm.“They thrive on natural veld and 
have an amazing rumen capacity able to 
convert low quality roughage into meat. 

“History has shown that the Drakens-
berger is inherently hardy and unbe-
lievably adaptable. It can withstand 
cold, heat and drought. Its outstanding 
temperament, good mothering abilities, 
resistance against ticks and tick-borne 
diseases, low birth weight and good milk 
production are further plus points.”

“The breed is found throughout 
the country – from the Bushveld in the 
north, the Lowveld with its red- and 
heartwater, the Karoo with its extremes, 
and the wet Boland with its mountains.” 

He has been farming with 
Drakensbergers in the Karoo since 1973. 

“We farmed in Graaff Reinet between 
the mountains until 1999, before moving 
to the Hanover area, which consists 

mostly of plains and shrubs. The 
Drakensberger’s ability to 

survive has developed 
over many years. The 
animals possess good 
walking ability and 
with their hard black 

hooves, are able to 

cross rough terrain with ease. 
“Another unique property is that cows 

gain up to 31kg weight while suckling 
their calves.” 

Outstanding crosses
Experience has taught Johannes that the 
Drakensberger is an exceptional breed for 
cross-breeding. The animals are known 
to deliver small calves at birth and can be 
crossed with any breed.

“Merino sheep are our main branch 
and the Drakensbergers were forced to 
simply fall in and settle on grazing that isn’t 
necessarily the best. This is the trend in our 
region. The successful herd on our farm is 
merely an example of the many successful 
Drakensberger herds in our area,” says 
Johannes.

Since 2000 breed numbers have 
increased considerably in the Hanover area. 
A club was created and currently has 30 
members comprising six breeders and 21 
commercial farmers. Clearly farmers in the 
area have come to recognise the success of 
the Drakensberger and are excited by the 
possibilities offered by the breed.

For more information, call Johannes 
Retief on 082 385 1821 or contact 
the Drakensberger Cattle Breeders’ 
Society on tel 051 410 0968 or visit 

www.drakensbergers.co.za
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These cows are not picky about grazing. One 
of the traits of the Drakensberger is that it 
thrives in any veld, from the dry Karoo to the 
wet Boland.

Johannes Retief is a leading Drakensberger breeder. He says many farmers 
in the Hanover area have discovered the value of Drakensberger cattle.


