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Regards
Willie Landman

The Drakensberger has a

The year 2015 will be 
remembered for the most 
severe drought since we 
started keeping records. 
We kicked off 2016 with a 

rand that could buy only six US cents 
and the start of an election year with 
local governments to be voted for and 
politicians making popular statements for 
political gain. 

As farmers, we are responsible for 
producing food for millions of people 
within a challenging macro-environment. 
The person who is able to adapt to these 
conditions best, is the one who will 
achieve the most success. The saying, ‘The 
only constant is change’, has never been 
more true. The changing environment 
within which we have to produce our 
product requires planning, innovation and 
extraordinary passion for our business. To 
the pessimist the glass is half empty, but 
to the optimist it is half full!

New opportunities
Fortunately, the weak rand is keeping the 
price of imported meat at high levels. The 
oil price is at its lowest levels since 2003 
and this is keeping the fuel price at bay. 
The greatest opportunity lies in the fact 
the consumption of our product, high-
protein beef, is growing at a much higher 
rate than inflation.

Crop farmers are taking calculated 

risks by testing new technology and 
cultivars, and achieving great success by 
maximising their profits. Crop farming 
nowadays looks different from what it did 
a decade ago. The modern crop farmer is 
an entrepreneur who is constantly on the 
lookout for new potential. We can learn a 
lot from them.

The livestock farmer still has a lot of 
potential to uncover and this in itself 
presents opportunities. Making use of 
such opportunities requires new thinking, 
innovation and the courage necessary 
to take calculated risks. Seeking optimal 
production at the lowest possible total 
input level, is one of the main factors of 
success. Genetic potential that promises 
great progress, is beckoning for the 
entrepreneurial livestock farmer. This 
genetic potential, which must be carefully 
selected, will improve results.

Queen of cows
I often pass numerous herds of black 
cattle and cannot help but notice the 
percentage of calves from Drakensberger 
mothers. The Drakensberger cow, referred 
to by distinguished farmers as the queen 
of cows, has again done her part in the 
most challenging conditions imaginable. It 
is clear that the animals are well-adapted 
and extremely fertile – everything needed 
to produce from the veld.

In Namibia Gerhard Maritz’s 

Drakensberger weaner calves were named 
the southern region’s weaner calves with 
the greatest feedlot potential. In the Free 
State the 6+ breeders cannot keep up 
with supplying a well-known chain store 
in Bloemfontein with Drakensberger 
meat.

Genetic potential
Drakensberger stud auctions will kick 
off in this month with the national 
Drakensberger auction. These auctions 
will continue until the end of October. 
High-quality animals are carefully selected 
and put on offer at these quality auctions 
presented under the auspices of the 
Drakensberger Breeders’ Society. Animals 
with the genetic potential to deliver 
exceptional returns, are available at these 
auctions.

The Drakensberger is a well-known 
breed and has made its mark in the 
Southern African livestock industry. The 
modern Drakensberger has the genetic 
potential to perform outstandingly in 
all areas of the livestock industry. The 
Drakensberger’s futaure is indeed shiny 
black!
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By Carel Nel

The Drakensberger has a rich

Every cattle breed has its 
own history of origin and 
development. Some are as old 
as human history, while others 
were developed more recently 

as composite breeds. This is a strong 
trend among South African farmers and 
the reason why South Africa, one of the 
smallest beef producing countries in the 
world, is also the country with the largest 
number of cattle breeds.

South Africa boasts three indigenous 
cattle breeds, of which the Drakensberger 
probably boasts the best proven genetic 
background. The history of this extremely 
hardy indigenous breed is confirmed by 
the fact that it had to survive the Great 
Trek, a time during which no vaccines, 
antibiotics and tick remedies were 
available. Today the natural selection 
process is confirmed by the fact that 
Drakensbergers possess a natural 
resistance against tick-borne diseases 
and, if they do become sick, they recover 
quickly with correct treatment.

No purebreds born
A second blow that the Drakensberger 
had to overcome, was the rinderpest 
outbreak during a time when there were 
few animals from other breeds present 
in the country. Again the Drakensberger 
showed its mettle by successfully crossing 
this hurdle.

The third and perhaps most serious 
drawback the Drakensberger breed had 
to overcome, involved the first Livestock 
Improvement Act in South Africa. This act 
prohibited South African farmers from 
using bulls that did not originate from 
Europe. Thousands of Drakensberger 
cows were subsequently cross-bred with 
these bulls, which meant that for years no 
purebred Drakensbergers saw the light.

The only exception was some breeders 
who had the courage of their conviction 
to hide their purebred bulls in the 

mountains, in the process retaining a small 
percentage of purebred animals. Using 
some practical examples, these breeders 
were able to convince the legislators of the 
Drakensberger’s abilities and as a result, 
the breed gained recognition in 1947.

Strict selection system
With this as the background, an extremely 
strict and comprehensive selection 
system was compiled by the founders 
of the Drakensberger breed. This system 
is still being applied by the board and 
some well-trained selectors. The breed’s 
unique traits must be protected at all 
costs without hindering progress. The 
prescribed breed standards have been 
key in the incredible progress and 
improvement of the breed.

A winning recipe resulted from 
the society’s decision in 1980 to make 
performance testing compulsory, while 
in the process stimulating scientific and 
measured results as part of selection and 
genetic progress. Thus the Drakensberger 
was the first breed to receive a BLUP 
breeding value analysis from the 
Agricultural Research Council (ARC).

The conversion of the Drakensberger 
from draught animal to possibly the most 
economical beef producing breed in the 
country, is evident in one of the country’s 
largest commercial herds. 

Unequalled meat factory 
According to recent surveys conducted at 
Nampo, more than 270 000 commercial 
Drakensberger cows form the base of 
profitable extensive beef production 
systems belonging to hundreds of 
farmers. The Drakensberger cow is 
regarded as a meat factory per excellence.

A question often posed is why the 
Drakensberger is called ‘the profit breed’. 
The answer is obvious. In the current 
economic climate, where production 
inputs play a significant role and profit 

margins are shrinking, it is important to 
lower input levels. The Drakensberger’s 
natural resistance against tick-borne and 
other diseases such as Rift Valley fever and 
botulism, keep veterinary costs at bay.

The Drakensberger cow’s ability to 
calve easily, is another significant trait. You 
don’t have to cross the breed, as purebred 
Drakensbergers often beat other breeds, 
especially crossbreds, in independent 
tests within the overall ambit of 
reproduction. In this way selection and 
improvement within pure herds are 
accelerated and genetic breeding values, 
which are only available for pure breeds, 
are applied with much greater success.

The hardiest breed
As the Drakensberger’s history has 
proven, it is certainly the country’s 
hardiest and most adaptable cattle breed. 
Drakensbergers are able to reproduce in 
the hottest parts of the Northern Cape 
and Namibia where temperatures of up 
to 48°C are recorded. However, they also 
perform and produce well in the coldest 
parts of the Free State and Eastern Cape, 
where minimum temperatures as low as 
-18°C are the order of the day.

The Drakensberger is known for its 
fertility, with calving percentages that 
are 10% or higher than that of other 
breeds in the same area. They also yield 
an above average weaner calf weight. The 
math is easy. Even now, amidst a severe 
drought, the Drakensberger is confirming 
its hardiness with high weaning weights 
and exceptional high re-conception 
rates. Drakensbergers possess a good 
temperament, allowing for easy handling 
and contributing to very few mortalities 
from birth to weaning.

The Drakensberger is easy to farm 
with, hardy, cost-efficient and productive, 
keeping cattle farming profitable in the 
worst conditions. It truly is South Africa’s 
profit breed.
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By Izak Hofmeyr

 Edwin Schroeder.

An acceptable replacement heifer.

A lifetime of selection leads to

Edwin Schroeder has been a 
Drakensberger breeder since 
1971. His Bollie stud is known 
for having achieved a number of 
‘bests’ in the breed. Not only did 

he achieve the best inter-calving period 
(ICP) of 360 and 367 days for several 
years, he also received the trophy for best 
average weaning weight in the breed for 
the past couple of years. Last year, during 
the drought, his corrected 205-day figure 
was 249kg. Three years ago it was 260kg.

Another significant achievement was 
when two of his cows were crowned 
Stud Book Platinum Elite cows two years 
in row. One of these cows is the mother 
of a Stud Book Elite Platinum bull (SS7-
62). Recently he was named KwaZulu-
Natal regional winner of the Stud Book 
Elite beef herd of the year. For the past 
three years he was awarded gold in this 
competition.

Edwin has been farming full-time 
since 2000. He farms on Henning, some 
15km from Dundee in KwaZulu-Natal, 
having retired from a 40-year career 
as chief executive of Natal Agricultural 
Cooperative (Natalagri). Before his 
retirement he was a part-time farmer.

A stud named Bollie? “It was my 
children’s idea. When SA Stud Book 
rejected all of the names that I had 
proposed, I asked my children to come 
up with some ideas. They were small at 
the time and loved the comic strip, Bollie. 
Stud Book accepted the name and the 
rest is history.”

Secret of his success
His breeding progress actually started in 
the 1960s when he started farming. “My 
father, Siegfried, was a dairy farmer who 
believed in strict record-keeping. When 
I started to collect a mix of beef cattle, 

he wanted to know what my goal was. I 
replied that I wanted to make money.

“Then he told me that the first thing to 
do was to buy a proper cattle scale, even 
if it meant having to sell cows in order to 
afford it. This, he said, was the only way of 
measuring any progress.”

The scale cost him the price of two 
cows, but he closed his eyes and bought 
it, and started keeping records of cow 
weights, calf weights and ICP. 

“The scale allowed me to select cows 
weaning the heaviest calves with the best 

ICP. Based on my own indices I then 
retained replacement heifers with 
an index higher than 100.”

Best results
During that period, he 
experimented with ten different 
crossbred groups, among others 
a Drakensberger bull. Once he 
had collected enough data, he 
compared the various breeds 
to determine which meant the 
most money in his pocket. The 
Drakensberger came out tops.

“I couldn’t argue with the figures 
and immediately phased out all the 
other breeds and carried on with 
Drakensbergers.”

Because he had limited finances 
and land, he decided the best way 
of adding value to his enterprise 
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The age difference between these two bulls is one year. At the back 
(right) is a 2013 calf with another one born in 2014, on the left.

was to run a stud. He bought 
his first Drakensberger stud 
cows, with the idea of breeding 
his own bulls for his commercial 
herd.

“My goals was for the cows 
to produce beautiful calves that 
wasn’t bigger and bolder than 
the other cows in the group. 
To me a bolder and bigger cow 
is an indication that she either 
didn’t calve regularly, or that 
she isn’t a good producer of 
milk.”

Average index
With these cows as the basis, 
he consistently culled cows 
that did not calve annually, and 
which weaned weaker than 
average calves.

“Using the indices calculated 
by SA Stud Book, I established a base 
index of 90 to select replacement heifers. 
If a cow produced a second calf with an 
index below 90, I would also cull her. 
In this way I made systematic breeding 
progress over a period of 40 years, until 
the average index of my herd reached its 
current 112.”

He believes that to breed the best bulls, 
one has to get the cow herd to a high 
level, as the bulls you breed will reflect the 
average of your cow herd.

“You can fall into a dangerous trap if 
you start believing that it isn’t possible to 
improve your herd by buying bulls from 
other breeders. It is important to buy the 
best possible bull to increase variation in 
your herd.”

Over the last 15 years his calving 
percentage across his entire calf yield of 
between 450 and 500 calves, has ranged 
between 95 and 100%. The past few years 
he has been injecting his cattle twice a 
year during autumn and again in spring 
with Multimin and vitamin A. The effect is 
that most of his cows have started calving 
earlier.

“My calving season starts in August, 
and whereas the calves were previously 
spread evenly from August to November, 
I now find that most of my calves are born 
in August and the beginning of September. 
Last year, for example, was a difficult year 
due to the drought, yet only one of my 
cows did not conceive.”

His weaning weights followed the 
same route. He feared that the drought 
would lead to a drastic drop in his weaning 
weights, but his average weight was 
nevertheless still quite satisfactory.

Selection of bulls
Over the years Edwin purchased only 
golden merit bulls. These bulls imply 
exceptional feed conversion and growth 
ability. To him the ability to convert feed 
successfully, is an extremely important bull 
trait.

Before using a bull in his stud, he first 

uses it in his commercial herd to make 
sure that it breeds as expected. He used 
to send five to eight sons from each of the 
bulls used in his stud, to a Phase C-test at 
Cedara. If the feed conversion results are 
not satisfactory, he would stop using that 
bull. Nowadays he tests his young bulls in 
a Phase D test on the farm managed by SA 
Stud Book.

Important traits
“When I buy a bull, I examine the figures 
first, starting with the calving interval of 
the cow family it originated from. Secondly 
I look at the weaning weights of that 
cow family, but I also take the farming 
system in which the herd functions, into 
account. If, for example the farmer also 
farms with sheep, you cannot expect the 
same weaning weights than when a herd 
doesn’t share grazing with sheep. Thirdly I 
look at the milk traits of the cow family.”

A new selection criterium he has been 
using increasingly, is sonar scanning to 
determine the meat/fat/bone ratio of his 
cattle. He believes it will play a major role 
in the long-term profitability and appeal of 
his product. 

Phone Edwin on 082 457 6710 for more 
information.

Then he told me that 
the first thing to do was 
to buy a proper cattle 
scale, even if it meant 
having to sell cows in 

order to afford it.
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By Izak Hofmeyr

 Louis and Melisia Botha at 
the entrance to their farm.

The cow family that the bull originates from, is one 
of the most decisive criteria when selecting a bull.

are thriving 
at Witkoppe

The Mambane Drakensberger 
stud at Witkoppe near Vrede in 
the Eastern Free State, is one of 
the oldest herds in the country. 
The owner, Louis Botha, says 

the stud originated from the original 
Dwarsspruit herd. His father, Koos, worked 
for Jaap van Niekerk of Dwarsspruit and 
part of his remuneration was allowing 
him to build his own herd. When the herd 
was large enough, he started farming 
for his own account. The Mambane stud 
was registered in 1954, ten years after the 
founding of the Drakensberger Breeders’ 
Society.

“At that stage,” says Louis, “farming in 
our area was quite extensive and oxen 
were still being used on a large scale. 
This contributed to the hardiness of the 

cattle and was evident in the large front 
quarters with relative light rear quarters 
of the animals of the time – draught 
animals, not beef cattle. 

“Eventually they started to follow 
a coordinated strategy and the 
Drakensberger adapted to the changing 

needs of the consumer. Today we 
breed highly productive animals with 
exceptional meat traits that retained the 
hardiness of the Drakensberger of old.”

One of the Drakensberger traits that is 
important to him personally, says Louis, 
is the animal’s ability to climb and graze 
mountains. 

Economical beef cattle
“The farm Rosedale, where I live with my 
wife, Melisia, our daughters, Sandra and 
Wilinda, is a mountainous area. Were 
it not for this trait, I would have kept 
fewer livestock units. My cattle are able 
to climb to the top, below the cliffs, and 
graze there just as comfortably as down 
in the valley. This means that they utilise 
every corner of the farm, which means 

more money in my pocket.”
Louis explains that 

Drakensberger breeders 
have managed to combine 
the essential traits of 
economical beef cattle 
in extremely difficult 
conditions, into a single 
package.

“On the one hand 
their hardiness makes 
them easy to farm with, 
but on the other hand 
we produce cows with a 
heavy weaner calf which 
perform in the feedlot 
using minimum inputs. My 
weaner calves have been 
going to Karan Beef for 

My specific conditions 
dictate that I wean 
as soon as possible 

to allow the cows to 
recover before winter.
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Louis believes in gradually improving the average of 
his herd by maintaining balance in his breeding stock.

years and so far I 
have received only 
positive feedback 
regarding their 
performance in the 
feedlot.”

Louis weans his 
calves early to allow 
the cows to regain 
condition. At that 
stage the average 
weight of the 
calves is 210kg, but 
generally he doesn’t 
support too early 
weaning of calves. 

“My specific 
conditions dictate 
that I wean as soon 
as possible to allow 
the cows to recover before winter, but in 
my opinion one can benefit from extra 
growth if you can keep the calf with the 
cow for a month or so longer. She is such 
a good mother and has so much milk, 
that we easily find ourselves wanting 
to wean the calves too early. Our cows 
calve from October to December, and we 
wean at the end of April and in May.”

High re-conception rate
Louis farms extensively with 
Drakensbergers and Letelle sheep. 
Under the harsh conditions on his 
farm, the average re-conception rate 
is approximately 90% across the entire 
herd. He says his biggest problem is the 
first-calvers. He keeps them separately to 
avoid competition, and it is for their sake 
that he follows a policy of giving a cow a 
single chance to skip in her lifetime. He 
mates his heifers at the age of 24 months 
to calve for the first time at 33 months.

The region comprises extreme 
sourveld with an annual rainfall of 
between 800 and 1 000mm. His 
homestead is situated 2 200m above sea 
level, with the highest parts of the farm 
at almost 2 350m. The Drakensberger is 
adapted to precisely these conditions.

“In summer I provide only a salt and 
phosphate lick. Once the cows come 
into production, I add Molatek’s Meester 

20 lick. Once the mating period is over, 
they return to salt and phosphate and in 
winter I add urea to help them to utilise 
dry matter more effectively. The average 
weight of my cows is 550kg, but older 
cows that I feed in order to sell them, 
weigh up to 650kg with a carcass weight 
of around 300kg.”

In Louis’s opinion, the most important 
traits of the Drakensberger are their 
hardiness, exceptional mothering ability, 
fertility amidst difficult conditions and 
longevity.

“I strictly select for these traits, as 
they ensure the profitability of my 
farming enterprise. Another trait I 
strictly select for, is calving ease. Pelvic 
measurement plays an important 
role in my performance testing and I 
have recorded negligible losses from 
pregnancy to weaning.”

Few replacement heifers
Many of his cows keep weaning good 
calves up to the age of 14 to 15 years. 
This means that he has to retain 
relatively few replacement heifers. He 
therefore retains only approximately 
10 to 15% of his best heifers every year. 
This saves him a lot of money, as he 
doesn’t have to keep a large number of 
unproductive animals on his farm.

At the age of 12 months all his bulls 

undergo a veld 
bull test under the 
watchful eye of Dr 
Hannes Dreyer of 
Southern Africa Veld 
Bull.

“In this test the 
emphasis is on 
growth, muscling, 
condition, coat, 
temperament and 
pelvic size. After the 
test, the bulls are 
prepared for use 
on my commercial 
Drakensberger 
herd, where their 
mating ability can 
be judged. After 
the mating season 

they are evaluated based on their 
constitution. From June onwards the 
best 5 to 10% are prepared for sale at an 
auction in September.”

To ensure that he maintains sufficient 
variation in his stud and only select for 
the best traits, he buys an outstanding 
bull from a fellow breeder every year.

Balance in breeding stock
Louis regards the cow family from 
which a bull originates as one of the 
determining criteria in selecting a bull, 
because a bull actually represents the 
average of his original family. In his 
opinion selecting for a good average 
is one of the reasons why Mambane 
Drakensbergers has stood the test of 
time to become one of the country’s 
oldest studs. 

“My dad also believed in gradually 
improving the average of your herd 
by maintaining the balance in your 
breeding stock. He didn’t like using 
curve-benders. I follow the same route.”

His father’s legacy, together with the 
support of his family, has allowed Louis 
to live out what he believes in. To him 
the secret of life is not doing only what 
you like, but to enjoy what you do.

Phone Louis on 082 825 2431 for more 
information.
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By Marike Brits

keep up with modern requirements

Manie on show with the first totally unrelated Bonheim bull 
bred from a group of heifers selected from a commercial herd.

“Much like your bank 
balance, black cattle are 
better than red ones,” 
quips Johan van Staden, 
a Drakensberger breeder 
who has been an avid 
farmer since childhood and 
who, since 2012, has been 
farming with Drakensberger 
cattle full-time on the farm 
Hartebeesfontein near 
Magaliesburg.

“I am the third generation Van 
Staden on the farm, but the 
first generation that inhabits 
and works the farm full-time,” 
Johan says. He grew up in 

town while his father, an agricultural 
engineer employed by the Department of 
Agriculture, farmed part-time. “My father 
established the Bonheim Drakensberger 
stud in 1976. He had a deep affection for 
his shiny black cattle.”

Today Johan is grateful for the cattle 
breed that his father chose more than 
40 years ago. “The Drakensberger is the 
only purebred indigenous breed that can 
keep up with the requirements set for 
South African feedlot cattle in respect of 
conformation, meat yield, meat quality 
and performance.”

He says the Drakensberger performs 
across the country, from areas 
characterised by extreme 
sourgrass grazing with 
very cold winters to scarce 
sweetgrass and shrubs in the 
Northern Cape and Kalahari 
with its extreme heat and 
low rainfall.

A farmer to the core
“In primary school a friend 
and I cultivated half a 
town yard and planted 
vegetables. I also raised, 
slaughtered and sold 
broilers. I used to gather 

the town’s lawn cuttings to make hay with 
which to feed the dairy cows on the farm.” 

After Matric Johan completed a BSc-
degree in agriculture at the University 
of Pretoria and started his career in the 
animal science research department of the 
Department of Agriculture.

During his service with the Department 
of Agriculture, he completed his BSc 
honours degree in nutrition and joined 
Kolosus (later Bullbrand) in 1997. He was 
a nutritionist and feed mill manager at 
one of the company’s feedlots. In 2002 he 
completed a master’s degree in feedlot 
nutrition at the University of Stellenbosch 
and obtained a MBA degree at Unisa in 
2007. Currently he is employed by Tau as a 
feed consultant.

Outstanding results
Early in his career in the feedlot 
industry Johan realised that there was a 
misperception in the industry regarding 
the Drakensberger. “I submitted 20 stud 
bull calves together with several other 
cattle breeds to a test, in which my 
Drakensbergers fetched a record average 
daily gain (ADG) of 2,65kg over 105 days.” 
Over a period of 13 years 800 000 head of 
cattle were not able to surpass this record 
ADG at that particular feedlot. 

During the 40 years in which his family 
has been involved with the Drakensberger 
breed, the breed has changed dramatically 
in respect of the amount of meat the 
animals produce. “A lot of meat was added 

 A group of 
Bonheim heifers.
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without compromising on milk 
yield. The breed kept up with the 
requirements of the time and 
made the necessary adjustments 
over the years. The trend is not 
necessarily a larger animal, but 
rather a broader, deeper animal 
with good capacity.” 

Ploughing back
“The breed has served the Van 
Stadens well over the past four 
decades. I therefore feel obliged 
to plough something back, which is why 
I buy all my stud bulls at the national 
Drakensberger auction. I also sell my two 
best two-and-a-half-year heifers, chosen by 
the selectors, at the auction.”

To Johan it is important that breeders 
support the national auction, both as 
buyers and sellers. “That is what I have 
been teaching my son, Manie. In 2015 
while a grade 7 learner, Manie was the 
youngest buyer of a Drakensberger heifer 
at the national auction.”

“I enjoy my childrens’ involvement 
in the farming operation. I also believe 
it is very important to invest in the 
future of agriculture, which explains my 
involvement in youth shows.”

Johan’s children, Chante (16), Manie 
(13) and Johan (9) are avid participants in 
youth shows and his wife, Nelmarie, is the 
team manager of the Gauteng youth show 
team. “For the past four years I have been 
breaking in my three best Phase D bull 

calves for the Gauteng youth show, so that 
my children can show using top animals 
and can develop pride in such high quality 
animals.”

Good mothers
An important aspect of breed 
development is continuously broadening 
the genetic base of the breed. “In a bid to 
ensure this broadening, I recently selected 
and purchased ten heifers in calf from 
a group of 500 from a large commercial 
farmer in my area.”

The heifers were given the same 
treatment as the Bonheim stud heifers 
and the bull calves from these heifers 
also underwent Phase D testing. “In this 
way I was able to put my first totally 
unrelated Bonheim bull born on the 
farm, among the female animals.” This 
bull boasts outstanding Phase D figures, 
as well as an outstanding temperament 
and conformation. From the initial ten 

commercial animals the bull’s 
mother is the only one still 
with the Bonheim stud and 
she already produced her third 
outstanding bull calf.

Good fertility and mothering 
abilities are some of the most 
important traits Johan is looking 
for in a Drakensberger cow or 
heifer. “My cows and heifers 
are by no means pampered. 
Any female animal requiring 

assistance during calving, is immediately 
culled.”

Unbiased selection
Strict spring and summer mating seasons 
are followed at Hartebeesfontein. “I only 
use individual bull matings on first-
calvers, with multiple matings used on 
the 150 stud cows. Each bull must cover 
approximately 30 cows.” 

All calves are subject to performance 
testing and selection, and paternity is 
determined only in calves that meet all of 
the stringent requirements. By following 
this method, no animals will receive 
priority because of their origin. Such a 
system, however, requires that only the 
best bulls are used.

Johan sells his Bonheim bulls directly 
from the farm to farms within a radius of 
approximately 100km. “I am proud of the 
fact that Drakensberger breeders from 
whom I bought bulls long ago, are now 
buying my top bulls.”

Hard work pays
“It doesn’t matter what your selection 
strategy or feeding regime entails – always 
remember that in the dictionary success 
comes before work. Work hard every day, 
listen to expert advice and learn from your 
mistakes. Then you will be successful.”

Just as important, Johan adds, is the 
right choice of breed that allows you 
carefree and productive farming under our 
harsh South African conditions. “To me the 
Drakensberger remains the right choice.”

For more information on Johan’s stud, 
phone him on 083 629 4540 or email 

johanvanstadentau@gmail.com.

The Van Staden family: Johan and Nelmarie 
with their children, Chante, Manie and Johan.

The bull 9724 was born from the first extensive Phase D tests conducted on Bonheim in 1998. A full 
19 years after the bull’s birth, some of his daughters are still on the farm. One of them is the mother 
of Oorlog, a four-star bull used for breeding in the Bonheim stud.
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By Marti Kirstein

The future of the breed lies with

One of the prize-winning platinum bulls at D’Hofstee, AAD130108, 
which Jan Dhooge bred from a premium Farmer’s Weekly cow. The bull is 
26 months of age.

Traits of economic importance 
such as adaptability, hardiness, 
fertility, high milk production, 
growing ability, longevity, 
natural resistance against ticks 

and exceptional carcass quality, are all 
factors that influenced Jan’s decision of 
which breed to farm with.

Jan was born in Belgium, but his 
parents immigrated to South Africa when 
he was still young. That is where his love 
of agriculture grew. Among others, he 
studied agriculture and horticulture at the 
former Pretoria Technicon and worked 
as agricultural extension officer before 
becoming a full-time farmer.

Starting out the right way
His first actual introduction to the 
breed was in 1973 at the Pretoria Show, 
where the animals impressed him from 
the outset. At the time he kept mainly 
Holsteins on his first farm near Dargle in 
KwaZulu-Natal, but when he purchased 
the Mount Arabal 2 farm in the Heidelberg 
area later, he shifted his attention to the 
Drakensberger.

On this farm he established 

the D’Hofstee 
Drakensberger stud in 
1988. D’Hofstee, which 
means “homestead” 
in Flemish, was the 
appropriate name for 
his stud because he 
always wanted to farm 
with the Drakensberger 
breed. Today his stud 
herd consists of roughly 
130 female animals.

Today Jan, who 
has been an approved 
Drakensberger 
selector since 
1 September 2003, is a senior selector and 
also acts as chief judge at shows. He is a 
seasoned selector who takes the value of 
figures as well as a trained eye into account 
when he selects his own bulls or female 
animals.

He attributes his success in the industry 
to the expertise of institutions such as the 
Agricultural Research Council (ARC) and SA 
Stud Book.

In an effort to breed bulls which 
transmit economic growth to their 
progeny, Jan initially focussed on Phase C 
tests conducted by the ARC. In 1999, during 
his stud’s early days, his hard work and 
dedication to a scientific approach were 
rewarded with a special performance test 
class award for a bull at the Pretoria Show.

In 2003 the D’Hofstee Drakensberger 
stud received the Farmer’s Weekly/ARC 
award for best Elite cow. Two of this cow’s 
male offspring received platinum awards in 
2003 and 2007.

In 2005 Jan was a finalist in the category 
for beef cattle in the SA Stud Book 
excellence awards. He received a certificate 
of excellence in the stud industry. In 

the same year one of his bulls, D’Hofstee 
AAD99/42, was selected by Taurus for 
purposes of artificial insemination (AI).

Good genetics
From the outset Jan decided that his 
approach would not entail acquiring 
expensive bulls. “A beautiful, well-fed bull 
doesn’t necessarily mean he is the bearer of 
good genetics. I decided to rather breed my 
own genetics and develop them for my own 
needs.” In the process he worked closely 
with the ARC to select good bulls.

His consistent approach swiftly aided 
him in selecting gold merit bulls. He 
believes in strict selection and all his bulls 
must comply with the breed standard of 
excellence.

Obviously, growth and fertility are 
central in the selection process, but breed 
standards must be strictly adhered to. “I 
don’t use a bull that is selected under 80%, 
but breeding such a bull isn’t easy,” Jan says. 
He currently has three bulls that meet this 
standard. These bulls will be on sale at the 
national auction in April. His growth indices 
are higher than the breed average and he 

Many years’ worth of 
dedication, a long-term 
approach, careful selection 
and the use of genetics 
have meant the difference 
between an average and a 
top-performing stud, says 
Jan Dhooge of the D’Hofstee 
Drakensberger stud.
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Jan Dhooge with his team. Pictured from 
the left are Josia Sitoi, Andries Cumdla, 
Alex Nhamuritsi and Bernardo Guamde.

It is easy to work with Drakensberger cattle 
due to their calving ease and outstanding 
temperament.

annually tests the fertility of his bulls.
Jan says SA Stud Book’s Logix values 

are indispensable for genetic progress. 
He follows an approach in terms of which 
problems or negative trends in his Logix 
values are dealt with immediately – such 
as a drop in milk production or calving 
ease figures. “My motto is: Attend to a 
problem at once and improve the figures. 
There is no place for animals that make no 
progress in the stud.”

Jan’s dedication to his management 
programme paid off in 2014, when his 
stud received the Beef Improvement 

Scheme award and was crowned the 
winner of all breeds in Gauteng by the 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (DAFF) and the ARC.

Careful herd management
The longevity of the Drakensberger breed 
is definitely one of the breed’s economic 
advantages. Traits such as cow fertility, 
calving ease and resistance against 
diseases also count in the breed’s favour.

He follows a consistent management 
programme when it comes to record-
keeping and measuring. He believes it is 

important 
that cows 
rear their 
calves until 
weaning and 
he does not 
interfere with 
the process. 
Cows and 
calves are 
carefully 
weighed 
from the 
day they are 
born. Calves 
are weighed 

again at weaning and are given the 
necessary vaccinations.

Jan says it is important to wean at the 
right age – in his case at seven months. 
These calves are given noserings and 
remain with their mothers for six weeks 
to handle the shock of weaning. After 
four weeks the calves are injected against 
diseases such as black quarter, botulism 
and anthrax, and multivitamins are 
administered. At that stage, bull calves 
and heifers are moved to separate camps 
for testing and selection. The bull calves 
retain their noserings for a year until their 
Phase D tests are completed.

For economic reasons, Jan is planning 
on adapting his feed budget, especially 
maize silage, to follow an aggressive 
programme in order to gradually improve 
his heifers to mate at 18 months. Currently 
his heifers weigh too little to be mated 
at this age. He intends to increase their 
weight to 320kg and higher.

The herd is kept mainly on Highveld 
sourveld, but Jan also produces his own 
maize silage. He is fortunate to be able to 
utlise the 2km of riverfront on his farm for 
irrigation purposes.

Jan applies only correctional dipping. 
Apart from the Drakensberger’s good 
resistance against disease and ticks, he 
nevertheless breeds for tick resistance. 
He values honesty in the industry – when 
he sells his bulls, he issues veterinary 
certificates to confirm their disease-free 
status.

A winning combination
Jan says his Drakensbergers have brought 
him prosperity. The stud allowed him 
to send his four children to university. 
However, he also experienced his share 
of bad luck – from disease outbreaks to 
veld fires. However, his will to rise above 
all adversity, his consistent scientific 
approach and adaptability all helped him 
to get back to the top. Adaptability and 
a tough approach have proven to be a 
winning combination in his stud.

For more information, phone Jan Dhooge 
on 082 892 5762 or send an email to 

jandhooge67@gmail.com.
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VEILINGSDATUMS / AUCTION DATES 2016

22 April 2016
Nasional Veiling, Parys AfriDome

Frans Duminy • 082 336 5497
Rodney Neuman • 082 746 8142

25 May 2016
Buffalo Valley Production Auction
Carolina
John Roos
082 809 7941

6 Julie 2016
KwaZulu-Natal Bul- en Ramveiling
Vryheid
Edwin Schroeder
082 457 6710

27 Julie 2016
Oos-Transvaal Alleras-veiling
Ermelo
Petrus Taljaard
082 493 4137

28 Julie 2016
Rouvus Inligtingsdag en Produksieveiling
Ventersburg
Gawie Roux
083 264 5487

2 Augustus 2016
Karoo Drakensberger-klubveiling
Middelburg (Kaap)
Johannes Retief
082 385 1821

4 August 2016
Neuman Brothers 9th Production Auction
Vrede
Rodney Neuman
082 746 8142

9 Augustus 2016
Moeilikheid Bracherleich
Uitvlugt, Belfast
Kobus Davel
083 625 6806

10 Augustus 2016
Vrystaat Drakensberger-klub
Frankfort
Johan Rautenbach
082 780 1189

13 August 2016
Calela Production Auction
Ermelo
Jannie Jacobz
082 820 4706

6 September 2016
Rouxville Alleras-veiling
Rouxville
Freddie Wasserfall
082 556 4452

6 September 2016
Oos-Transvaal Alleras-veiling
Ermelo
Petrus Taljaard
082 493 4137

8 September 2016
6 Plus Telers Produksieveiling
Bultfontein
Petri Bezuidenhout
082 859 7023

15 September 2016
Suidelike Hoëveld Drakensberger-klubveiling
Vrede
Louis Botha
082 825 4231

6 Oktober 2016
Noord-wes Drakensberger-klubveiling
Plaas Jakkalsfontein, Klerksdorp
Jean van der Merwe
082 719 7521
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