
PROMOTIONAL SUPPLEMENT

for on-farm finishing of slaughter 
animals or in the production of 

weaners for sale to feedlots.
The genetics can also be 
accessed by crossbreeding 
Drakensberger bulls 
with Nguni-type or other 
beef cattle owned by 

emerging farmers, thereby 
improving the quality and 

productivity of their herds.
“An indigenous beef breed is 

best adapted to our country’s 
production conditions,” explains 
Max. “My research found that the 
Drakensberger is hardy, durable, 
and has beefiness and good milk 
production. I also wanted a breed 
that’s not high-maintenance. The 
Drakensberger is all of these.”

STARTING THE HERD
To start his nuclear 
breeding herd, Max bought 
16 Drakensberger females in 2009 
from Donovan Gilson in nearby 
Franklin. They were empty first-
calvers with no calves at foot.

At the same time, he 
bought a 

As soon as talk turns 
to his cattle, 42-year-
old Max Mxabo’s 

eyes light up. Although he 
owns and edits Pondo News, 
his heart clearly lies with his 
Drakensberger beef herd and his 
other beef farming concerns.

“I grew up in Mphetshwa 
village in Bizana in the Eastern 
Cape and developed a love for 
agriculture, especially cattle, 
because I spent a lot of my 
childhood herding my late 
father Eric’s cattle,” he recalls.

In 2009, Max decided to indulge 
this love by starting his own 
beef farming business. 

While waiting to acquire a farm 
large enough to accommodate 
his vision for his commercial 
beef business, Max runs his 
herds on lands in the OR Tambo 
District Municipality and 
the Greater Kokstad Local 
Municipality, both in southern 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN).

He points out that southern 
KZN and northern Eastern Cape 
have numerous small-

scale cattle owners running their 
animals on communal grazing. 
However, most of these are 
of the indigenous beef cattle 
types, and while beautiful 
and hardy, are not popular 
with some feedlots.

“I want to grow my 
Drakensberger commercial 
herd until I can start 
producing sufficient top-quality 
18- to 24-month-old marketable 
bulls every year,” says Max. 

“Then I want to approach the 
Eastern Cape department of 
agriculture about buying bulls 
from me to supply to emerging 
beef farmers in the province.

“I also intend marketing my 
Drakensberger bulls directly 
to emerging beef farmers 
in both southern KZN and 
northern Eastern Cape.”

BENEFICIAL TRAITS
The Drakensberger has a number 
of beneficial traits that Max 
believes are ideal for helping 
develop emerging beef farmers 
into profitable and sustainable 
commercial farmers. These traits 
can be accessed by keeping the 
Drakensberger genetics pure in a 
commercial beef production 
enterprise, either 

BELOW: 
Drakensbergers, 
says Max, are 
easily capable 
of walking long 
distances over hilly 
terrain to access 
grazing and water. 
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Taking advantage of market opportunities is key to success in any business operation, especially 
farming. KwaZulu-Natal beef farmer, Max Mxabo, is confident that the Drakensberger breed is 
ideally suited to his plan to tap into one such local opportunity. Lloyd Phillips reports.

‘ I DEFINITELY 
RECOMMEND THIS 
BREED TO OTHER 
BEEF FARMERS’

Using the Drakensberger to 
build a sustainable business
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45 breeding cows, 42 long 
yearlings and two bulls. 

To prevent in-breeding, he 
keeps good records and replaces 
bulls in the herd every four years. 

Using portable pens to separate 
them from their dams, Max 
force-weans his Drakensberger 
calves at about seven months. 
During the three-week 
weaning period he gives the 
calves water, hay and lick. 

He has noticed that his pure 
Drakensberger calves grow 
faster than the other breeds 
of beef cattle he owns. The 
average weaning weights of the 
Drakensberger calves are between 
260kg and 270kg live weight.

HIGHLY INTELLIGENT
“I’ve learnt some interesting 
things about the Drakensberger 
since having my own,” says Max. 

“Firstly, they are very 
intelligent. They like to stick 
together as a breed, and don’t 
really mix with other breeds if 
they have their own kind nearby. 

The cows-in-calf stick together 
for safety, and any cows with 
calves at foot work together to 
form a protective barrier between 
their calves and any danger.”

According to Max, his 
Drakensberger cows also like to 
hide their young calves in long 
grass, behind rocks or in bushes 
if the mother needs time to graze 
or drink. If there’s no hiding 
place, a Drakensberger cow 
will wait with the calf until it’s 
rested sufficiently to walk with 
its mother to grazing and water.

Max’s ultimate aim is to own 
a top-class Drakensberger 
stud of at least 200 breeding 
females. He is growing this 
enterprise by retaining all of 
his own heifers to breed to 
bought-in stud Drakensberger 
bulls, or to unrelated self-
bred Drakensberger bulls.

“I sometimes have to travel 
far to buy replacement bulls 
or new female bloodlines. But 
I enjoy going on these trips; 
I get to meet new people, to 
see different Drakensberger 
genetics, and learn new things.”

The Drakensberger, adds 
Max, is a profitable breed 
that is in demand. 

“I definitely recommend this 
breed to other beef farmers.”
• Contact Max Mxabo 
at 082 741 7524, or max.
pondonews@gmail.com.
• Contact the Drakensberger 
Cattle Breeders’ Society of 
South Africa at 051 410 0974, 
or ronande@studbook.co.za.

TOP: 
Max Mxabo spent 

much of his 
childhood herding 
his father’s cattle, 
and has inherited 
a passion for his 
Drakensbergers 
and other cattle 

as a result. 

ABOVE: 
Max puts his bulls 

to his breeding 
females from 

15 November to the 
end of February 

every year, so 
that calving takes 

place from the end 
of September to 

late November. 

two-and-a-half-year-old stud 
Drakensberger bull from Bollie 
Drakensberger Stud, owned by 
Edwin Schroeder in Glencoe, 
425km from Kokstad.

With his previous practical 
beef management experience, 
combined with his research on 
Drakensberger management, 
conversations with other 
Drakensberger breeders around 
the country, and having attended 
the renowned annual Aldam 
Stockman’s School, Max was 
confident that he could get 
his fledgling Drakensberger 
enterprise into production.

He uses a fixed breeding 
season, with his Drakensberger 
heifers running with a 
Drakensberger bull from 
15 November to mid-February. 
The Drakensberger cows are run 
with a bull from 1 December 
to the end of February.

The heifers are given a head 
start on the cows because, being 
put to a bull for the first time, 
they may need more than one 
covering before conceiving. Max 
also prefers the heifers to be 22 
months old when going with the 
bull so that the resulting gestation 
is unlikely to stunt any of their 
remaining physical growth.

“I use this breeding cycle 
to prevent new calves 
experiencing the very cold 
winter temperatures, sometimes 
even snow, that we get in the 
Kokstad area in June, July 
and August,” he says. 

GROW FASTER
“I aim to have my Drakensberger 
females calve down in the 
warmer months, starting at the 
end of September and ending 
in late November,” says Max. 

“Any females that don’t produce 
a calf are immediately culled 
from the breeding herd.”

To prevent sexually 
transmitted diseases from 
entering his breeding herd, 
Max has his bulls tested at the 
end of October every year.

Since 2010, Max has increased 
his Drakensberger herd to 
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